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Year 4 History Curriculum
	History

	
	Autumn
	Spring
	Summer

	Year 4
	Big Question:
How did the Norman conquest change England?

Unit of Work:
Theme of British History
	Big Question: 

How and why has crime and punishment changed in England? 

Unit of Work:
Theme of British History 

	Big Question: 
What changed most when the Romans came to Britain?

Unit of Work:
Roman Empire and impact on Britain 
	
	

	Substantive knowledge 
(Know) 
	Edward the Confessor died in 1066
In 1066, at the Battle of Hastings, the last Anglo-Saxon king (King Harold) was defeated by William the Conqueror who became the first Norman King of England.

Key dates and names
4/1/1066 – Edward died.
Harold Godwinson
Harald Hardrada
William of Normandy 
6/1/1066 – Harold Godwinson was crowned becoming King Harold II
September 1066 – invasion
25/12/1066 – William crowned the King of England

The difference between wooden Motte and Bailey and stone keep castles and why the change was tactically important.

	Roman punishments, identify crimes punished in Roman society, and compare them to crimes still considered offenses today.

Details of the Anglo-Saxon trial by ordeal using boiling water.

Identify at least five crimes that were punishable by death under the Bloody Code.



	Life as a Roman soldier 
What specifically do you want the pupils to know? 

Roman society – What specifically do you want the pupils to know? 
 slave, soldier, senator, trader, celts

Key dates
800BC to 305AD – Roman Empire

55 BC: Julius Caesar's first invasion of Britain 

AD 43: The Roman emperor Claudius invaded Britain
AD 61 Iceni revolt led by Boudicca

383 AD – Romans leave Britain


	
	

	Disciplinary knowledge 
(Skills) 
	Continuity and Change:
· Identify why some changes between different periods of time have had more significant consequences than others.
· Understand that there are times in history when change happens suddenly and these moments of change can be referred to as ‘turning points’ in history.
· Understand and describe in some detail the main changes to an aspect of a period in history.

Similarities and Differences:
· Explain and give varied examples of how life was similar and different in the past.
· Explain and give examples to show that things may have been different from place to place at the same time.
· Start to give reasons for these similarities and differences.

Historical Significance: 
· Understand that what we consider to be significant can change throughout different periods.
· Start to explain the importance of an event using the following criteria: significant individually, regionally, nationally or globally.
· Identify a range of historically significant people and events from different periods of history and explain why they were significant.
· Identify historically significant people and events from a period of history and give some detail about what they did/what happened and what impact it had.


	Continuity and Change:
- Identify key things that stayed the same between periods.
- Identify key things that changed between periods.

Similarities and Differences:
- Identify and give some examples of how life was different for different people in the same and different periods of time, such as different rights, different religious beliefs. 
Historical Significance: 
[bookmark: _Hlk164237617]- Identify historically significant people and events from a period of history and give some detail about what they did or what happened.
	Continuity and Change: 
· Start to explain the impact of some changes that have happened throughout different periods of time.
· Identify that there are reasons for continuities and changes across periods of time and explain some of these.
· Start to understand that there are times in history when change happens suddenly.

Cause and Consequence:
· Understand that a cause is something directly linked to an event and not just something that happened before it.
· Begin to understand that historical events create changes that have consequences.
· Explain a series of directly related events that happened in the lead up to a historical event.
· Understand that historical events have consequences that sometimes last long after the event is over.

Similarities and Differences:
· Identify and give some examples of how life was different for different people in the same and different periods of time, such as different rights, different religious beliefs.
· Identify and give some examples of how life was similar in the past.

Historical Significance: 
· Understand that historical significance can be related to specific events, people, locations and ideas that are seen as being particularly important to us.
· Identify historically significant people and events from a period of history and give some detail about what they did or what happened.
	
	

	Programmes of study covered 
	Chronological understanding:
Place periods of history on a timeline showing periods of time.
Knowledge and interpretation
Do they appreciate that wars have happened from a very long time ago and are often associated with invasion, conquering or religious differences?
Do they appreciate how items found belonging to the past are helping us to build up an accurate picture of how people lived in the past
Do they appreciate that weapons will have changed by the developments and inventions that would have occurred within a given time period
	Chronological understanding:



Can they use their mathematical skills to round up time differences into centuries and decades?

Can they plot recent history on a timeline using centuries?


Knowledge and interpretation
Can they explain how events from the 
past have helped shape our lives?


	Chronological understanding
Can they place periods of history on a timeline showing periods of time?
Can they plot recent history on a timeline using centuries?


Knowledge and interpretation
Can they explain how events from the past have helped shape our lives?
Do they know that people who lived in the past cooked and travelled differently and used different weapons?
Do they recognise that the lives of wealthy people were very different from those of poor people?
Do they appreciate that the food people ate was very different because of the availability of different sources of food?
Do they appreciate that weapons will have changed by the developments and inventions that would have occurred within a given time period?
Do they appreciate that wealthy people would have had a very different way of living, which would have an impact upon their health and education?  

	
	

	Historical Enquiry
	Can they give more than one reason to support an historical argument?

	Can they research what it was like for a child in a given period from the past and use photographs and illustrations to present their findings?

Can they research two versions of an event and say how they differ?

Can they communicate knowledge and understanding orally and in writing and offer points of view based upon what they have found out?

Can they independently, or as part of a group, present an aspect they have researched about a given period of history using multi-media skills when doing so?
	Can they communicate knowledge and understanding orally and in writing and that offer points of view based upon what they have found out?
Can they research what it was like for a child in a given period from the past and use photos and illustrations to present their findings?

	
	

	Key concepts 
	Monarchy  

Invasion 


	Civilisation (or Society)

Invasion

Invention 
	Monarchy 

Civilisation 

Invasion (or Conflict)
	
	

	Progression
	
	
	
	

	Subject Specific Key vocabulary
	Monarchy
 Medieval 
Reign 
Tapestry
	Deterrent
Treason
Stocks
Execution
Trial
	Emperor
Aqueduct
Numerals
Standard
Chariot
Empire

	
	

	Sticky Words 
	Battle invasion conquer weapon artefact kingdom defeat
	Law
Punishment
Justice

	Ancient 
Soldier
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