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Year 5 History Curriculum
	History

	
	Autumn
	Spring
	Summer

	Year 5
	Big Question:
Who really won the Battle for Britain?

Unit of Work:
Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the Kingdom (NC)
	Big Question:
How did WW2 affect people in Leicester? 

Unit of Work:
Theme of British History (NC)
	Big Question:
Should the Ancient Egyptians be proud of their pyramids?

Unit of Work:
Achievements of earliest civilisations (NC)

	Substantive knowledge 
(Know) 
	Who were the Anglo-Saxons and where did they come from?-  The Anglo-Saxons were made up of 3 Germanic tribes; The Angles, The Saxons and The Jutes however the Jutes are the smallest of the three so were forgotten. The Anglo-Saxons migrated from areas that are now parts of modern-day Germany, Denmark, and the Netherlands.

Why did the Anglo Saxons migrate?– After the Romans left Britain in 408 they were invited to by the Brits to help fight the Picts and the Celts in exchange for land. On their arrival they saw that the Britons were weak and lacked leadership so they took over.

Did the Anglo-Saxons leave their mark? – The Anglo-Saxons gave us many of our Cities, towns and place names as well as influencing the Christian religion in Britain. Even the name England comes from Angleland.

Would Leicester make an ideal Anglo – Saxon settlement?- Leicester would make an ideal Anglo-Saxon settlement because it is located near rivers, which provided water, food, and transportation. The surrounding fertile land was good for farming, and its position made it a useful trading and defensive site.

What was Anglo- Saxon daily life like?- Anglo-Saxon daily life was mostly focused on farming, hunting, and crafting. People lived in small villages, grew crops like barley and wheat, raised animals, and made tools and clothes by hand. Families worked together, and their homes were simple wooden houses with thatched roofs. Religion, storytelling, and community events were important parts of their everyday life.

Who was King Alfred the Great? – He was the King of Wessex from 871-99 and he was considered ‘great’. He wanted a united England and started what we know today. He believed his people should be well educated and was key to developing Christianity in England and for ending to wars between the Saxons and the Vikings.

Who was buried at Sutton Hoo and why is it important? - Nobody knows who was buried there for certain but it was a king who was once pagan but converted to Christianity. They were also from East Anglia. 
	
Why was there a second World War? - That the events that followed the first world war led to Germany invading Poland in 1939. Britain and France declared war on Germany on 3rd September 1939.

Why were British cities bombed during the Blitz? – British cities were bombed during the Blitz because they contained factories or housed important people that were contributing to the war. The aim was to make British people give up and thus Germany would win the war. Leicester was not a target however it was bombed as the Germans wanted to bomb Coventry. 

Why were children evacuated and how did It feel? – In September 1939 children and vulnerable people were evacuated from big cities for their safety. Again, children were not evacuated out of Leicester but instead sent to Leicester.

How did people in cities stay safe during the Blitz? – Air raid shelters were used to keep people safe in cities during the Blitz and there were different types; Public, Anderson and Morrison.

What role did Beaumanor Hall play in WW2? – Beaumanor was a listening station known as ‘the ears of Bletchley Park’ it played a key role in ending the war. 

What was rationing? – Rationing was used to reduce food waste and to make food last. It was key to Britain winning the war. People were also encouraged to grow their own vegetables as these were not rationed and you could eat as much as you liked.
	What is an artifact and why are they important? – Artifacts are objects made by humans that give us an insight into life at that time both historically and culturally.

Why was the river Nile so important? – The River Nile gave the Ancient Egyptians life and without it they would not have survived. It flooded yearly which fertilised the land and meant they could grow crops. It allowed them to travel, drink, wash and fish.

Who was the boy king? – Tutankhamun is the most famous pharaoh that ever lived. He was pharaoh between 1332-1323 BC and his death and tomb are still a mystery today.

What happened when an Ancient Egyptian died? – Ancient Egyptians (if they could afford it) were mummified through a process called mummification. The Ancient Egyptians believed one of the most important things you could do was die as they believed in the Afterlife.

	Disciplinary knowledge 
(Skills) 
	Continuity and Change:
· Identify why some changes between different periods of time have had more significant consequences than others.
· Understand that there are times in history when change happens suddenly and these moments of change can be referred to as ‘turning points’ in history.
· Understand and describe in some detail the main changes to an aspect of a period in history.

Cause and Consequence:
· Examine in more detail the short and long term causes of an event being studied.
· Understand that the consequences of one historical event can sometimes become the causes of another, e.g. the consequences at the end of the First World War being cited as one cause of the Second World War.

Similarities and Differences: 
· Explain and give varied examples of how life was similar and different in the past.
· Explain and give examples to show that things may have been different from place to place at the same time.
· Start to give reasons for these similarities and differences.

Historical Significance:
· Understand that what we consider to be significant can change throughout different periods.
· Start to explain the importance of an event using the following criteria: significant individually, regionally, nationally or globally.
· Identify a range of historically significant people and events from different periods of history and explain why they were significant.
· Identify historically significant people and events from a period of history and give some detail about what they did/what happened and what impact it had.
· 
	Continuity and Change:
-Explain why some periods in history may have had more changes (e.g post-war Britain) and some may have had more continuity.

- Understand that there are times in history when change happens suddenly and these moments of change can be referred to as ‘turning points’ in history.

-Understand and describe in some detail the main changes to an aspect of a period in history.

Cause and Consequence:

-Examine in more detail the short and long term causes of an event being studied.

- Understand that one event can have multiple consequences that impact on many countries and civilisations.

- Understand that the consequences of one historical event can sometimes become the causes of another, e.g. the consequences at the end of the First World War being cited as one cause of the Second World War.

-Address and devise historical questions about cause and consequence.

Similarities and Differences: 
-Explain and give varied examples of how life was similar and different in the past.

· Explain and give examples to show that things may have been different from place to place at the same time.

-Start to give reasons for these similarities and differences.
	Continuity and Change:
· Understand that historical events have consequences that sometimes last long after the event is over.

 Similarities and Differences: 
· Identify and give some examples of how life was different for different people in the same and different periods of time, such as different rights, different religious beliefs.
· Identify and give some examples of how life was similar in the past.

Historical Significance:
· Understand that historical significance can be related to specific events, people, locations and ideas that are seen as being particularly important to us.
· Identify historically significant people and events from a period of history and give some detail about what they did/happened.



	Programmes of study covered 
	Can they use dates and historical 
language in their work?
• Can they draw a timeline with 
different time periods outlined which 
show different information, such as, 
periods of history, when famous 
people lived, etc.?
• Can they describe historical events 
from the different period/s they are 
studying/have studied?
• Can they make comparisons between 
historical periods; explaining things that 
have changed and things which have 
stayed the same?
• Can they explain the role that Britain 
has had in spreading Christian values 
across the world?
• Do they appreciate that significant 
events in history have helped shape 
the country we have today?
• Can they test out a hypothesis in 
order to answer a question? 
• Do they appreciate how historical 
artefacts have helped us understand 
more about British lives in the present 
and past?
	Historical Significance:
-	Start to explain the importance of an event using the following criteria: significant individually, regionally, nationally or globally.
-	Identify a range of historically significant people and events from different periods of history and explain why they were significant.
-	Identify historically significant people and events from a period of history and give some detail about what they did/what happened and what impact it had.
• Can they use dates and historical 
language in their work?
• Can they draw a timeline with 
different time periods outlined which 
show different information, such as, 
periods of history, when famous 
people lived, etc.?
• Can they use their mathematical skills 
to work out exact time scales and 
differences as need be?
• Can they begin to appreciate that 
how we make decisions has been 
through a Parliament for some time?
• Do they appreciate that significant 
events in history have helped shape 
the country we have today?
• Can they describe historical events 
from the different period/s they are 
studying/have studied?
• Can they make comparisons between 
historical periods; explaining things that 
have changed and things which have 
stayed the same?
	• Can they use dates and historical 
language in their work?
• Can they describe historical events 
from the different period/s they are 
studying/have studied?
• Can they make comparisons between 
historical periods; explaining things that 
have changed and things which have 
stayed the same?
• Do they appreciate how historical 
artefacts have helped us understand 
more about lives in the present 
and past?
• Can they draw a timeline with 
different time periods outlined which 
show different information, such as, 
periods of history, when famous 
people lived, etc.?
• Can they use their mathematical skills 
to work out exact time scales and 
differences as need be?

	Key concepts 
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Air-raid shelters
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Invasion 

Legacy 

	Progression
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Subject Specific Key vocabulary
	King Alfred
Germanic Tribes
Sutton Hoo
Kingdoms
Christianity
Pagan
Picts
Celts
Britons 
	Nazi
Holocaust 
Beaumanor Hall
Evacuee
Rationing
Air-Raid

	Mummification
River Nile
Tutankhamun
Tomb
Pyramid
Hieroglyphs


	Sticky Words 
	Settlement
Emigrate
Necessity
Kingdom
Religion
Warrior

	
Declared
Evacuation
Propaganda
Allies
Victory
Remembrance

	
	Archaeologist
Afterlife
Excavate
Tomb
Status
Temple
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