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Year 6 History Curriculum
	History

	
	Autumn
	Spring
	Summer

	Year 6
	Big Question:
What made the Maya civilisation so advanced for its time?

Unit of Work:
Achievement of earliest civilisations (NC) 
	Big Question:
How did the Early Islamic help shape the world we live in today?

Unit of Work:
Non-European society to contrast British history (NC)
	Big Question:
Were the Vikings just ruthless raiders?

Unit of Work:
Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the Kingdom of England (NC)

	Substantive knowledge 
(Know) 
	The ancient Maya was a civilisation that lived and ruled Mesoamerica between 2000BC and 1600 AD.
This area is now made up of Mexico and Central America. They broke up the land into several regions that represented maps of the stars in the sky, including Palenque, Calakmul, Tikal, Copán, Cobá and Chichen Itza. Each city had different kings and queens.

What were the difficulties of living in a Central American Tropical Rainforest?
The rainforest was prone to natural hazards such as floods and forest fires, which could devastate crops and settlements. Health Issues: The tropical climate, with its heat and humidity, was conducive to the spread of diseases.

How was their society structured?
Maya society was organized in a hierarchical structure with a king at the top, followed by nobles, priests, warriors, merchants, artisans, farmers, and slaves, with the king considered a semi-divine ruler. 
There were four main levels: the nobility (Maya almehenob), the priesthood (Maya ahkinob), the common people (Maya ah chembal uinieol), and the slaves (Maya ppencatob).

What did their day-to-day diet look like?
The Maya were the first people to grow the cocoa plant for food. Cocoa was a gift from the gods. The Mayan word theobroma means food of the gods. Cocoa beans were used at ceremonial sacrifices to the gods. Chocolate was drunk at wedding ceremonies. Cocoa beans ground and mixed with chili peppers, honey and cornmeal were served as a special drink only to the rich. Maize was said to be the food of creation since the first humans were crafted from an ear of corn in Maya mythology.

What was the Maya belief system? 
The Maya believed in many gods, each representing a different part of life. These gods had to be pleased so Maya communities made regular offerings to them, in the form of animal (and sometimes human) sacrifices. Ancestor worship was important and similar to the Shang dynasty in China and also the ancient Egyptians, at around the same time (1500 BC). Maya households buried their dead underneath the floors so they could protect the living.

What were their famous achievements?
The Maya civilization is renowned for its advancements in astronomy, mathematics, calendar systems, hieroglyphic writing, and monumental architecture, including pyramids, temples, and palaces. 

	The importance of Baghdad 
Baghdad's importance stemmed from its strategic location, being a centre of trade, learning, and culture during the Golden Age of Islam, with its position on the Tigris River and near the Euphrates making it a hub for commerce and knowledge exchange
 
The significance of the house of wisdom.
The House of Wisdom included a society of scientists and academics, a translation department, and a library that preserved the knowledge acquired by the Abbasids over the centuries. Research and study of alchemy, which was later used to form the structure of modern chemistry, was also conducted there.

The advancements that were made in
discovery and learning 

The Islamic Empire were influential people and continue to be so in modern medicine 

The destruction of Baghdad through the invasion and the role of the Mongols.

What was the role of the Mongols?
The Mongols significantly impacted early Islamic civilization through military conquests, leading to the destruction of Baghdad and the end of the Abbasid Caliphate, but also facilitated trade and cultural exchange, and eventually, some Mongol rulers converted to Islam, influencing the region's cultural and political landscape. 

To have a good understanding of the difference between life in Baghdad then (The Golden Age of Islam) and life in England (The Dark Ages)
Baghdad and the Islamic Empire 
· Baghdad population: over 1 million
· Millions of books and many thousands of readers
· Advanced mathematics used Arabic numbers 
· The concept of ‘zero’. 
· General peace across a huge Islamic Empire.

London and Europe
· London population: Approximately 20 000
· Very few books, only very rich or educated people could 
· read.
· Basic mathematics, with Roman Numerals and no concept of ‘zero’.
· Many wars across Christian kingdom
	To understand where the Vikings came from and why they invaded Britain 
The Vikings, originating from Scandinavia (modern-day Denmark, Norway, and Sweden), raided and invaded Britain primarily for plunder and to establish settlements, particularly in the east, from around AD 793 to 1066.
 
To understand how some people in Britain reacted and responded to the invasion
Viking invasions caused huge amounts of conflict in Britain for over 200 years. Viking trade brought valuable foreign goods to Britain and Viking settlement created new towns with Viking place names. In areas of Viking settlement, Anglo-Saxons and Vikings often married, creating new generations with a mixed identity.

To understand what happened during the Viking invasions and know what Viking warriors were like.

Large squads of raiders banded together to attack towns and cities, landing in fleets comprising of hundreds of ships.  Viking warriors were skilled, seafaring raiders and warriors known for their ferocity, often raiding settlements to find treasure and slaves and they were known for their use of longships, long swords, axes, and shields

To understand how Vikings lived and worked

Vikings lived in longhouses, typically rectangular structures with timber frames, wattle and daub walls, and thatched roofs.  
Large families lived in these longhouses, with women managing the household and men working the land or engaging in other activities. 

To know some Viking gods and what they represent.

In Norse mythology, key gods like Odin represented wisdom, war, and the dead, while Thor embodied thunder, lightning, and protection, and Loki was the trickster god, often associated with chaos and mischief. 

To identify and describe some Viking artefacts.

Viking artifacts include weaponry like swords, axes (including the "Dane axe" and "skeggøx"), and shields, alongside everyday items like metal padlocks, ice skates, and gaming boards, as well as ship remains like the Oseberg ship and the Skuldelev ships. 



	Disciplinary knowledge 
(Skills) 
	Continuity and Change:
· Identify why some changes between different periods of time have had more significant consequences than others.
· Understand that there are times in history when change happens suddenly and these moments of change can be referred to as ‘turning points’ in history.
· Understand and describe in some detail the main changes to an aspect of a period in history.

Cause and Consequence: 
· Examine in more detail the short- and long-term causes of an event being studied.
· Understand that the consequences of one historical event can sometimes become the causes of another, e.g. the consequences at the end of the First World War being cited as one cause of the Second World War.

	Continuity and Change:
- Identify why some changes between different periods of time have had more significant consequences than others.
- Start to categorise some types of changes into political, economic, social and technological.
- Understand and describe in some detail the main changes to an aspect of a period in history.

Cause and Consequence: 
- Examine in more detail the short and long-term causes of an event being studied.
- Understand that some causes may be more significant than others and that some causes are less significant.
- Understand that the consequences of one historical event can sometimes become the causes of another, e.g. the consequences at the end of the First World War being cited as one cause of the Second World War.

Similarities and Differences:
- Explain and give varied examples of how life was similar and different in the past.
- Explain and give examples to show that things may have been different from place to place at the same time.
- Start to give reasons for these similarities and differences. 

Historical Significance:
- Identify a range of historically significant people and events from different periods of history and explain why they were significant.
- Identify historically significant people and events from a period of history and give some detail about what they did/what happened and what impact it had.



	Continuity and Change:
· Identify why some changes between different periods of time have had more significant consequences than others.
· Understand that there are times in history when change happens suddenly and these moments of change can be referred to as ‘turning points’ in history.
· Understand and describe in some detail the main changes to an aspect of a period in history.

Cause and Consequence: 
· Examine in more detail the short- and long-term causes of an event being studied.
· Understand that the consequences of one historical event can sometimes become the causes of another, e.g. the consequences at the end of the First World War being cited as one cause of the Second World War.
Similarities and Differences: 
· Explain and give varied examples of how life was similar and different in the past.
· Explain and give examples to show that things may have been different from place to place at the same time.
· Start to give reasons for these similarities and differences.

Historical Significance:
· Understand that what we consider to be significant can change throughout different periods.
· Start to explain the importance of an event using the following criteria: significant individually, regionally, nationally or globally.
· Identify a range of historically significant people and events from different periods of history and explain why they were significant.
· Identify historically significant people and events from a period of history and give some detail about what they did/what happened and what impact it had.

	Programmes of study covered 
	Can they say where a period of history fits on a timeline?

Can they place a specific event on a timeline?
 
Can they place features of historical events and people from past societies and periods in a chronological framework?

Can they describe features of historical events and people from past societies and periods they have studied?
	Can they look at two different versions and say why one may vary?

Do they appreciate that some ancient civilizations showed greater advancements than people who lived centuries after them?

Can they suggest why there may be different interpretations of events?

Can they summarise the main events from a specific period in history, explaining the order in which key events happened?
	Can they describe a key event from Britain’s past using a range of evidence from different sources?

Can they suggest why certain events, people and changes might be seen as more significant than others? 

Can they pose and answer their own historical questions?

Can they recognise and describe differences and similarities/ changes and continuity between different periods of history?

	Key concepts 
	Monarchy 

Civilisation 

Trade 

	Civilisation (or Society)

Invasion (conflict)

Trade 

Invention 
	Civilisation 

Invasion 

Invention 

Legacy 

	Progression
	SLs to complete
	
	

	Subject Specific Key vocabulary
	Mesoamerica
Palenque 
Calakmul
Tikal
Copán
Cobá 
Chichen Itza
	Archaeologist 
Influence
	Anglo-Saxon
Runes
Danegeld
Danelaw
Jarl
Longhouse
Longship

	Sticky Words 
	Sacrifice
Collapse
Interpretation
Accomplishments
Belief (system)
Hierarchy
	Wisdom 
Fertile 
Scholar 
Influence
Civil
Reliability

	Monastery
Exile
Outlaw
Pillage
Raid
Saga
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