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Year 1 History Curriculum
	History

	
	Autumn
	Spring
	Summer

	Year 1
	Big Question:
What places and people make the United Kingdom special and unique?

Unit of Work:
Changes within living memory (NC)
	Big Question:
How did these people make a difference?

Unit of Work:
Significant individuals (NC) 
	

	Substantive knowledge 
(Know) 
	History is something that has happened in the past, before now (the present)
A family tree shows the relationships between family members and can go back hundreds years to show ancestors. 
Know their own (if possible) mother, father, brothers, sisters, aunties, uncles, cousins, grandparents. 

The King is Charles III. He has a wife called Camilla. He has 2 children called William and Harry. Their wives are Catherine and Meghan. They have children George, Charlotte, Louis, Archie, Lilibet.

Chronological order is the order which they happened in time. An event that happened in the past is going to be different to an event that is happening now.

Queen Elizabeth I
Queen of England, Ireland and Wales from 1558-1603.
Queen Elizabeth I’s time in power is known as the ‘Elizabethan Age’.
It was unusual to be ruled by a woman at that time.
She ruled England alone. She did not marry. England had no king.
Queen Elizabeth ruled for nearly 45 years.

Queen Elizabeth II
Queen of Britain from 1952-2022
She is the longest serving monarch in British history
Queen Elizabeth II came to the throne when she was 25-years-old and served until she was 70 years old
In 2022 Queen Elizabeth II became the first British monarch to celebrate a platinum jubilee, marking 70 years on the throne.
The monarch is not voted in. The crown is inherited. This means the heir becomes monarch the moment their parent dies.
Queen Elizabeth I and Queen Elizabeth II’s lives and reigns were very different.
	A significant person is someone who is important or influential in History. 
A significant person may be considered significant if they have made an impact in History to be remembered or done something amazing for people to remember them for.

Christopher Columbus 
Lived in the 15th century 
Remembered as a famous explorer 
Sailed the seas to lots of countries 
He was born in Italy in 1451. His real name in Italian is Cristoforo Colombo.
He became famous as the explorer who found new lands called ‘The Americas’. But actually, many people already lived there.
His first voyage nearly ended in disaster as his ship was attacked and set on fire by pirates. Columbus only survived by swimming to land.

Grace Darling
Born in 1815 in the UK
Father was a lighthouse keeper. 
One night in 1838 there was a huge storm. Grace spotted a ship near the lighthouse. It was wrecked on a big rock. She and her father rowed their boat through the storm to rescue the 9 survivors. Grace and her father were awarded a gold medal for bravery.


Rosa Parks – to be added 
	

	Disciplinary knowledge 
(Skills) 
	Continuity and Change:
- Begin to identify old and new things across periods of time through pictures, photographs and objects.
- Begin to understand that some things change and some things stay nearly the same. 
Cause and Consequence: 
- Explain that historical events are caused by things that occurred before them.
Similarities and Differences: 
- Recognise some similarities and differences between the past and the present. 
Historical Significance: 
- Explain reasons why someone might be significant.
- Talk about why a person was important.
	Continuity and Change:
· Begin to identify old and new things across periods of time through pictures, photographs and objects.
· Begin to understand that some things change and some things stay nearly the same.
Similarities and Differences:
· Start to understand that during the same period of time, life was different for people in the past, such as rich and poor, male and female.
· Identify that some things within living memory are similar and some things are different.
· Recognise some similarities and differences between the past and the present.
· Identify some similarities and differences between ways of life in different periods.

Historical Significance: 
· Explain reasons why someone might be significant.
· Talk about why the event or person was important and what changed/happened.

	

	Programmes of study covered 
	Chronological Understanding
Can they put up to three objects in chronological order (recent history)? 
Can they use words and phrases like: old, new and a long time ago? 
Can they tell me about things that happened when they were little?
Do they know that some objects belonged to the past?
Can they explain how they have changed since they were born?
Can they use the words before and after correctly?

Knowledge and Interpretation 
Do they recognise that we celebrate certain events, such as bonfire night, because of what happened many years ago? 
Do they understand that we have a queen who rules us and that Britain has had a king or queen for many years? 
Can they begin to identify the main differences between old and new objects? 
Can they identify objects from the past, such as vinyl records?

	Chronological Understanding
Can they recognise that a story that is read to them may have happened a long time ago?
Can they retell a familiar story set in the past?

Knowledge and Interpretation
Do they appreciate that some famous people have helped our lives be better today?
Can they tell us about an important historical event that happened in the past?

	

	Historical enquiry 
	Can they ask and answer questions about old and new objects?
Can they spot old and new things in a picture? 
Can they answer questions using a artefact/ photograph provided? 
Can they give a plausible explanation about what an object was used for in the past?

	Can they find out more about a famous person from the past and carry out some research on him or her?
Can they answer questions using a artefact/ photograph provided?
	

	Key concepts 
	Monarchy 

Society 

Legacy 

	Civilisation 

Trade 

Legacy 
	

	Progression
	SLs to complete
	
	

	Subject Specific Key vocabulary
	chronology, monarchy, past, present, family tree
	significant, Christopher Columbus, Grace Darling, explorer, Rosa Parks, segregation 
	

	Sticky Words 
	History, coronation, monarchy
	explorer, voyage, lighthouse, significant
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