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Year 2 History Curriculum
	History

	
	Autumn
	Spring
	Summer

	Year 2
	Big Question:
How did the ‘Great Fire of London’ affect London?

Unit of Work: 
Events beyond living memory (NC)


	Big Question:
What was the impact of the Race for Space? 

Unit of Work:
Events beyond living memory (NC)


	Big Question:
How did people travel around in the past?

Unit of Work:
Significant historical events in own locality (NC)


	Substantive knowledge 
(Know) 
	How was life different in 1666 to today?
Life was different in 1666. The houses were made out of wood and were all very close together. The streets were narrow with cobbled streets. Washing hung in the streets. People walked everywhere and there were horse and carts to pull heavy objects. People travelled by boat on the River Thames. Meat hung outside the butchers’ shops. London was very dirty.

How did the Great Fire of London start?
The Great Fire of London started on Pudding Lane on 2nd September 1666 in a Thomas Fariner’s bakery. The fire had not been put out properly and a spark in the oven ignited the bags of flour and wood and spread rapidly.
Why did The Great Fire of London spread rapidly?
The fire spread quickly and rapidly to all the houses because they were close together. It had been a dry summer and the wind spread the fire rapidly. The fire was put out with leather buckets. King Charles II ordered the houses to be pulled down with fire hooks to break the fire and they used explosions too. 

Who was Samuel Pepys and is his diary a reliable source?
Samuel Pepys was a member of parliament in 1666. He was also a write and kept a diary which he wrote in a special code. He wrote about the events of the Great Fire of London in 1666 and the plague in 1665. He saved his cheese and wine by burying them in his garden.


	How did space exploration begin?
In 1942 the German V2 rocket to reach 100km from the earth’s surface. In 1947 fruit flies were sent into space. In 1949 Albert II a monkey was sent into space. In 1947 Russia launched a satellite into space called Sputnik 1. This was the first satellite to orbit the earth.
In 1957 the Russian dog Laika was the first animal to orbit the earth. In 1961 Russian astronaut Yuri Gagarin was the first man in space. In 1963 Russian astronaut Valentina Tereshkova was the first woman in space. 

Recount some interesting facts from an historical event, such as the moon landing.

Who were Neil Armstrong, Buzz Aldrin and Michael Collins?
In 1969 American astronauts Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin were the first men to land on the moon. Michael Collins stayed in the Lunar Module.
	How do we travel to different places today?
We travel to different places in lots of different ways such as by bike, car, lorries, aeroplanes, helicopters, ships ad boats etc.
How did people travel in the past a long time ago?
People travelled very differently in the past. The first types of transport were a Sedan chair, where people carried a person on a chair, attached to long poles. People travelled by ships with sails. People used horse and carts and carriages to take people to different places. A penny farthing was one of the first bikes invented. The first railway trains were powered by steam.


How was transport in our local area Leicester different in the past?
In Leicester a long time ago, people travelled very differently. In 1863 Mr Solomon Andrews began to operate a horse drawn omnibus in Leicester. This carried lots of people. In 1873, Leicester tramways Company was formed to operate horse drawn trams in Leicester.
In 1904 the electric tram came to Leicester. In 1923 new motor buses came to Leicester.

Who was George Stephenson? 
George Stephenson was an engineer and was born in 1781. He built steam locomotives. Some people call him the father of the railways. In 1814 George made his first railway locomotive. In 1829 George entered a competition to build the best locomotive, he built the ‘rocket’ and it won. In 1830 the ‘rocket’ could pull people on the railway. 

Who was Thomas Cook?
Thomas Cook was the inventor of the ‘package holiday’. The original package holiday was a train journey from Leicester to Loughborough in 1841. 500 passengers were on board and it was the first time many people had ridden on a steam train.

	Disciplinary knowledge 
(Skills) 
	Continuity and Change:
· Begin to identify old and new things across periods of time through pictures, photographs and objects.
· Begin to understand that some things change and some things stay nearly the same.

Cause and Consequence: 
· Understand that a cause makes something happen and that historical events have causes.
· Explain that historical events are caused by things that occurred before them.
· Understand that a consequence is something that happens as a result of something else.

Similarities and Differences:
· Start to understand that during the same period of time life was different for people in the past such as rich and poor, male and female.
· Recognise some similarities and differences between the past and the present.

Historical Significance: 
· Talk about why the event was important and what happened.

	Continuity and Change:
· Begin to identify old and new things across periods of time through pictures, photographs and objects.
· Begin to understand that some things change and some things stay nearly the same.
Similarities and Differences:
· Start to understand that during the same period of time, life was different for people in the past, such as rich and poor, male and female.
· Identify that some things within living memory are similar and some things are different.
· Recognise some similarities and differences between the past and the present.
· Identify some similarities and differences between ways of life in different periods.

Historical Significance: 
· Explain reasons why someone might be significant.
· Talk about why the event or person was important and what changed/happened.


	Continuity and Change:
· Begin to identify old and new things across periods of time through pictures, photographs and objects.
· Begin to understand that some things change and some things stay nearly the same.
Similarities and Differences:
· Identify that some things within living memory are similar and some things are different.
· Recognise some similarities and differences between the past and the present.
Historical Significance: 
· Explain reasons why someone might be significant.
· Talk about why the event or person was important and what changed/happened.


	Programmes of study covered 
	Chronological understanding:
Can they use phrases and words like: ‘before’, ‘after’, ‘past’, ‘present’, ‘then’ and ‘now’; in their historical learning?
Can they use the words ‘past’ and ‘present’ accurately? 
Can they use a range of appropriate words and phrases to describe the past? 
Can they sequence a set of events in chronological order and give reasons for their order? 
Knowledge and interpretation:
Can they recount the life of someone famous from Britain who lived in the past giving attention to what they did earlier and what they did later?
Can they recount some interesting facts from an historical event, such as where the ‘Fire of London’ started?





	Chronological understanding:
Can they use phrases and words like: ‘before’, ‘after’, ‘past’, ‘present’, ‘then’ and ‘now’; in their historical learning?
Can they use the words ‘past’ and ‘present’ accurately? 
Can they use a range of appropriate words and phrases to describe the past? Can they sequence a set of events in chronological order and give reasons for their order?
Knowledge and interpretation:
Can they recount some interesting facts from an historical event?


	Chronological understanding:
Can they use words and phrases like: before I was born, when I was younger? 
Can they use phrases and words like: ‘before’, ‘after’, ‘past’, ‘present’, ‘then’ and ‘now’; in their historical learning? Can they use the words ‘past’ and ‘present’ accurately? 
Can they use a range of appropriate words and phrases to describe the past? Can they sequence a set of events in chronological order and give reasons for their order?
Can they sequence a set of objects in chronological order and give reasons for their order?
Can they sequence events about the life of a famous person?
Knowledge and interpretation:
Can they recount the life of someone famous from Britain who lived in the past giving attention to what they did earlier and what they did later? 
Can they explain how their local area was different in the past?
Can they give examples of things that are different in their life from that of their grandparents when they were young?


	Historical Enquiry
	Can they answer questions by using a specific source, such as an information book?
Can they research the life of a famous Briton from the past using different resources to help them?
Can they research about a famous event that happens in Britain and why it has been happening for some time?

	Can they answer questions by using a specific source, such as an information book? 
Can they research about a famous event that happens in Britain and why it has been happening for some time?
Can they research about a famous event that happens somewhere else in the world and why it has been happening for some time?
	Can they research the life of a famous Briton from the past using different resources to help them?
Can they research the life of someone who used to live in their area using the Internet and other sources to find out about them?

	Key concepts 
	Civilisation (or Society)

Legacy 
	Invention 

Legacy
	Invention 

Trade 


	Progression
	SLs to complete
	
	

	Subject Specific Key vocabulary
	Samuel Pepys, River Thames, King Charles II, Great Fire of London
	 Planet, orbit, satellite, astronaut, moon, space  
	Penny, farthing, omnibus, horse and cart, engine, steam train 


	Sticky Words 
	diary, bakery, smoke, buildings, spread, destroyed, explosion, soldiers.
	Rocket, explore, astronaut, moon, Russia, America, space 
	Travel, transport, aeroplane, engine 
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