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Year 3 Geography Curriculum
	Geography

	
	Autumn
	Spring
	Summer

	Year 3
	Big Question 
And Unit of work 
	Big Question 
And Unit of work
	Big Question 
And Unit of work

Why is the Earth angry?
	Big Question 
And Unit of work
	Big Question 
And Unit of work

Why do people choose to visit Paris?
	Big Question 
And Unit of work

	Substantive knowledge 
(Know) 
	Year teams to complete 
	
	To know geographical words (volcano, earthquake, layers, eruption, lava, tectonic plates, flow, ash, boiling, molten, mantel, crust, vent, extinct, active, dormant) to describe a place and the events that happen there.

A volcano is created when magma pushes up through the Earth’s crust through a vent and forms a cone volcano.

The Earth has tectonic plates which move due to the magma in the mantle. They push up against each other, rub alongside or pull apart. Each of these can create an earthquake. 

People live on the sides of volcanoes because the soil is very fertile but they may experience earthquakes or eruptions.

Kilauea, Mauna Loa, Krakatoa, Mount St Helens, Vesuvius, Mount Tambora, Iceland, Ring of Fire are all famous volcanic areas.

Different parts of the world experience different types of weather. 
 
	
	To extend knowledge and understanding beyond the local area to include characteristics of Paris’ most significant human and physical features.   

To know how long it would take to get to a given destination taking account the mode of transport.  

Paris is a popular holiday destination because of the varied tourist attractions and good weather. People enjoy experiencing cultures outside of their own. 

People who live in Paris share similarities (a city, range of services) and differences (lifestyle, tourist attractions) to people who live in Leicester. 



	

	Disciplinary knowledge 
(Skills) 
	Year teams to complete
	
	Use map skills to identify key features of a locality and plot NSEW using basic OS map skills.

To recognise the 8 points of the compass (N,NW, W, S, SW, SE, E, NE).
	
	Use maps, atlases, globes, digital/computer mapping to locate a continent, country and city.

	

	Programmes of study covered 
	Year teams to copy and paste over 
	
	Geographical Enquiry

Do they use correct geographical words to describe a place and the events that happen there? 

Can they identify key features of a locality by using a map? 

Can they accurately plot NSEW on a map? 

Can they use some basic OS map symbols?


Physical Geography

Can they describe how volcanoes are created? 

Can they describe how earthquakes are created?

Can they recognise the 8 points of the compass (N,NW, W, S, SW, SE, E, NE)?

Human Geography

Can they describe how volcanoes have an impact on people’s lives?

Geographical Knowledge

Can they locate and name some of the world’s most famous volcanoes?

Are they aware of different weather in different parts of the world, especially Europe?

Can they explain why a locality has certain physical features?

Can they explain how people’s lives vary due to weather?

Can they name the two largest seas around Europe?
	
	Geographical Enquiry

Can they locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (Paris), concentrating on environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics? 

Can they understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical geography of a region in a European city (Paris)?   

Can they use maps, atlases, globes, digital/computer mapping to locate a country and capital city and describe the features studied?

Can they work out how long it would take to get to a given destination taking account of the mode of transport?

Physical Geography

Can they use maps and atlases appropriately by using contents and indexes?

Can they confidently describe physical features in a locality? 

Can they locate Paris and explain why it is a popular holiday destination?

Human Geography

Can they confidently describe human features in a locality? 

Can they explain why a locality has certain human features? 

Can they explain why a place is like it is? 

Can they explain how the lives of people living in Paris would be different from their own?

Geographical Knowledge

Can they name a number of countries in the Northern Hemisphere?

Can they name and locate some well-known European countries? 

Can they name and locate the capital cities of neighbouring European countries?
	

	Key concepts 
	Year teams to complete
	
	Volcanoes

Mapping
	
	Tourism

Settlements and Land Use

Mapping
	

	Progression
	SLs to complete
	
	
	
	
	

	Subject Specific Key vocabulary
	Year teams to complete (these are to linked to the curriculum area and not the sticky words) 
	
	eruption, tectonic plates, flow, ash, boiling, crust, vent
	
	Capital city, continent, tourist, tourist attraction
	

	Sticky Words 
	Year teams to complete 
	
	volcano, earthquake, layers, eruption, lava, molten, extinct, active, dormant
	
	Country, city, region, capital, tourist attraction, landmark, continent, climate  
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