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Year 5 Geography Curriculum
	History

	
	Autumn
	Spring
	Summer

	Year 5
	Big Question
And Unit of work

Where are the world’s highest mountains and how would I get there?
	Big Question
And Unit of work

What do the lungs of the Earth look like?
	Big Question 
And Unit of work
	Big Question 
And Unit of work

If my water comes from the tap, why are rivers so important?
	Big Question 
And Unit of work
	Big Question 
And Unit of work

	Substantive knowledge 
(Know) 
	Can I identify where Leicester is located?- Leicester is a City in Leicestershire, East Midlands, Midlands, England, United Kingdom, Europe, Northern Hemisphere, Earth.

Can I locate where the is UK and uncover if it has any mountains? - The UK is in Europe, Northern Hemisphere and it does have mountains.
The children will know Ben Nevis, Scarfel Pike and Snowdon

Can I describe the key features of a mountain range?- A mountain range is a series of connected mountains that usually have steep slopes, high peaks, and valleys between them. They often form from the movement of tectonic plates and can affect the climate and rivers in the area.

Can I identify why we need different types of maps?- A landscape feature map maps the land and is useful if we want to learn about or visit a new country.

Can I explain how mountains formed?- Mountains form mainly when tectonic plates collide, pushing the Earth's crust upwards. They can also form from volcanic activity or when the Earth's crust folds and faults over time.

Can I describe the climate of mountainous regions?- Mountainous regions usually have cooler temperatures than surrounding lowlands, with weather that can change quickly. Higher elevations often get more rainfall or snow, and the climate becomes colder as you go higher up the mountain.

Can I identify and explain why people visit the mountains?- People visit mountains for many reasons, such as hiking, skiing, climbing, and enjoying beautiful scenery and fresh air. Mountains also offer opportunities to experience nature and wildlife and may have cultural or spiritual significance. However, visiting mountains can be challenging due to harsh weather, difficult terrain, and the risk of altitude sickness. Additionally, increased tourism can sometimes harm fragile mountain environments and disturb local communities.
	L.I. Where are Rainforests located?
Rainforests are mainly found near the Equator in tropical regions, including the Amazon Basin in South America, the Congo Basin in Africa, and parts of Southeast Asia. These areas have warm temperatures and high rainfall all year round, creating ideal conditions for dense, diverse forests.

L.I. Are we looking after the rainforest?
Unfortunately, many rainforests are being destroyed due to deforestation caused by logging, agriculture, mining, and urban development. However, efforts from governments, conservation groups, indigenous communities, and global campaigns are working to protect and sustainably manage these vital ecosystems.

L.I. Do people live in the rainforest?
Yes, millions of people live in rainforests, including indigenous tribes who have lived there for generations. These communities depend on the forest for food, shelter, and medicine and often have deep cultural and spiritual connections to the land.

-L.I. What is The WWF and what does it do to help animals?
The World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) is a global conservation organisation that works to protect endangered species and their habitats. It supports anti-poaching efforts, promotes sustainable land use, educates communities, and influences governments to create laws that help preserve biodiversity.

L.I. How does the Wolsey woods compare to the rainforest?
Wolsey Woods is a temperate woodland with cooler temperatures and fewer species compared to tropical rainforests. While both provide important habitats and help clean the air, rainforests have much higher biodiversity, with a greater variety of plants, animals, and complex ecosystems.


L.I. Who is Greta Thunberg and what is her impact on climate activism?
Greta Thunberg is a Swedish climate activist known for starting the global "Fridays for Future" movement. She has raised awareness about climate change and deforestation by speaking at major international forums, inspiring millions of young people worldwide to demand urgent environmental action.

L.I. How can we help to reduce the impact of deforestation?
We can help reduce deforestation by using less paper, recycling, choosing products certified as rainforest-friendly, eating more plant-based foods, avoiding unsustainable palm oil, planting trees, and supporting laws and campaigns that protect forests and wildlife.


L.I. How do the lungs of the Earth compare?
Rainforests are often called the "lungs of the Earth" because they absorb large amounts of carbon dioxide and produce oxygen. Although smaller in size, temperate forests like Wolsey Woods also contribute to air purification and carbon storage, but rainforests play a much larger global role due to their size and density.
	
	Why are cities almost always on a river? - That traditionally rivers offered settlers; food, water, irrigation, exportation, travel/trade and safety. Now people choose to live near rivers because of leisure activities and wildlife

Which river am I? Can they research name and locate many of the world’s major rivers on a map? – The names and locations of some of the world’s major rivers; Mississippi, Huang He, Nile, Amazon, Danube and Ganges.

Understand the journey of a river (water cycle) – A river has an upper, middle and lower course and the journey of a river fits into the water-cycle.
Water is a valuable commodity and Severn Trent work to reuse our water.


	
	

	Disciplinary knowledge 
(Skills) 
	Mapping- using a UK atlas and google maps to label Leicester and major cities in the UK and to label mountains in the UK

Using a world atlas

Recapping learning about the continents

Investigating why we use different types of maps and what different maps can show us

Building on prior knowledge and labelling:
Longitude
Latitude
Equator
Northern Hemisphere
Southern Hemisphere
Tropic of Cancer and Capricorn
Arctic and Antarctic Circles 
North America
South America
the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones

	Collect information about the rainforest.

Predict what the future of the rainforest looks like.

Explain how a location fits into its wider geographical location; with reference to physical features.

Mapping- Where are rainforests located. 

Collect information and report it about a place


	
	Research and hypothesise as to why cities are mostly always on a river

Recognise the link between cities today and the past

Research, locate and label the world’s major rivers

Understand the journey of a river

Present and show an understanding as to why water is so valuable.
	
	

	Programmes of study covered 
	
• Can they find possible 
answers to their own 
geographical questions?
• Can they explain how a 
location fits into its wider 
geographical location; 
with reference to physical 
• Can they name and 
locate many of the 
world’s most famous 
mountain regions on 
maps? 
• Can they locate the USA 
and Canada on a world 
map and atlas?
• Can they locate and 
name the main countries 
in South America on a 
world map and atlas?

	• Can they collect 
information about a 
place and use it in a 
report?
• Can they map land use?
• Can they find possible 
answers to their own 
geographical questions?
• Can they make detailed 
sketches and plans; 
improving their accuracy 
later?
• Can they explain how a 
location fits into its wider 
geographical location; 
with reference to physical 
features?
• Can they explain how a 
location fits into its wider 
geographical location; 
with reference to human 
and economical 
features?
• Can they explain what a 
place might be like in the 
future, taking account of 
issues impacting on 
human features?
• Can they locate and 
name the main countries 
in South America on a 
world map and atlas?
• Can they report on ways 
in which humans have 
both improved and 
damaged the 
environment?
• Can they begin to 
recognise the climate of a 
given country according 
to its location on the 
map? 
• Can they explain what a 
place (open to 
environmental and 
physical change) might 
be like in the future taking 
account of physical features.
	
	• Can they explain why 
many cities of the world 
are situated by rivers?
• Can they explain how the 
water cycle works?
• Can they explain why 
water is such a valuable 
commodity?
• Can they explain why 
people are attracted to 
live by rivers?
• Can they name and 
locate many of the 
world’s major rivers on 
maps?
	
	

	Key concepts 
	Mapping

Using an atlas

Locating and identifying 

	Geographical features (economic
Social
Environmental
Physical)

Mapping

Predicting

Locating and identifying
	
	Researching and presenting

Mapping

Hypothesising

Investigating 

Locating and identifying
	
	

	Progression
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Subject Specific Key vocabulary
	Northern Hemisphere
Southern Hemisphere
Arctic and Antarctic Circles
North America
South America

	Biome
The tropics
Deforestation
Rainforest
	
	Leisure
Severn Trent
Meander 
Tributary
Confluence
Mouth

	
	

	Sticky Words 
	Key Vocab: Geographic, physical, island, mainland, continent, country, atlas,
	Biodiversity
Economic
Ecosystem
Political
Conservation
Tropical

	
	Valuable
Commodity
Leisure
Sewage
Course (Upper, middle and lower)
Pollution
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