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Year 6 Geography Curriculum
	Geography

	
	Autumn
	Spring
	Summer

	Year 6
	 
	Where are we?
	
	What is a continent, country and capital city? 
	

	How has our world changed?

	Substantive knowledge 
(Know) 
	
	Explain how scale refers to the ratio between the distance on a map and the distance on the group.

Explain what Ordnance Survey (OS) symbols are and be able to recognise key symbols used on an OS map.

Explain what a sketch map is and explain when we might use this instead of an OS map. 

Demonstrate how to read 4 and 6 figure grid references.

Describe how some places are similar and others are different in relation to their features.

Use maps, aerial photos, plans and web resources to describe what a locality might be like.


	

	Explain how a country is a distinct area of land with its own government, people and borders.

Explain how a capital city is the city that a country’s government is located. 

Explain that a continent is a large landmass on Earth and that there are 7.

Explain how latitude refers to a measurement of how far north and south of the equator a location is and that longitude refers to the measurement of how far east or west a location is from the prime meridian. 

Understand what is meant by time zones.

Explain that the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn mark the boundaries of the tropics – the part of Earth closest to the equator – where the climate is warm/tropical. 


	
	Explain that human features refers to features that humans have created such as houses, roads, bridges and ports. 

Explain that physical features refers to naturally occurring landforms shaped by geological processes and list examples of these such as mountains, rivers, oceans and volcanoes. 

Explain that human activity refers to how human actions impact the environment and list examples of this such as agriculture and tourism.

Explain that sustainable development refers to the way of developing that meets the needs of the present without compromising the needs of future generations. 



	Disciplinary knowledge 
(Skills) 
	
	Draw a sketch map of the local area, showing physical and human features.

Read maps using OS symbols. 

Locate features on a map using a 6 figure grid reference.

Choose the best way to collect information needed and decide the most appropriate units of measure.

Describe what a locality may be like through a map and compare to another settlement – for example, Foxton and Leicester City Centre. 


	
 
	Locate the world’s continents on a map/atlases/globe, with a focus on Europe and South/North America, and list some of the countries within these areas. 

Name and locate capital cities on a map.

Identify the position and significance of latitude and longitude. 

Plan a journey to another part of the world, which takes account of time zones.
	
	Name and locate geographical regions and identify their key topographical features such as hills, mountains and coasts. 

Identify land-use (human activity) patterns and understand how these have changed over time. 

Identify the benefits of sustainable development. 

	Programmes of study covered 
	
	Can they use OS maps to answer questions? 

Can they use maps, aerial photos, plans and web resources to describe what a locality might be like?

Can they confidently explain scale and use maps with a range of scales?

Can they accurately use a 4 figure grid reference? 

Can they describe how some places are similar and others are different in relation to their physical features?
	
	Can they name and locate the main canals that link different continents? 

Can they name the main lines of latitude and meridian of longitude? 

Can they explain how the time zones work?

Can they plan a journey to another part of the world which takes account of time zones?

 Can they identify and name the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn as well as the Arctic and Antarctic circles?

Can they name the largest desert in the world?
	
	Can they give extended descriptions of the physical features of different places around the word? 

Can they describe how some places are similar and others are different in relation to their human features? 

Can they explain how human activity has caused an environment to change? 

Do they understand the term sustainable development? Can they use it in different contexts? 

	Key concepts 
	 
	

	 
	 
	
	

	Progression
	SLs to complete
	
	
	
	
	

	Subject Specific Key vocabulary
	
	aerial image, landscapes, land use, grid reference.
	
	latitude, longitude, time zones, Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn 
	
	Human features, physical features, sustainable, sustainable development, land-use

	Sticky Words 
	
	Symbols, aerial, physical features, landscapes, land use, grid reference and scale
Cells, wires, bulb, switches, buzzers, component, circuit, experiment, investigation, variable and factor
	
	Continent, county, capital, county, climate, canal vs river, time zone, Cells, wires, bulb, switches, buzzers, component, circuit, experiment, investigation, variable, factor
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