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Year 2 Geography Curriculum
	Geography 

	
	Autumn
	Spring
	Summer

	Year 2
	Big Question 
And Unit of work
Autumn 1
 What can maps tell us about our local area and the world around us?
Big Question 
And Unit of work
	Big Question 
And Unit of work
Spring 2
 How can we use maps and globes to find Australia and explain what makes it a special island in the world?
Big Question 
And Unit of work
	Big Question 
And Unit of work

	Substantive knowledge 
(Know) 
	Place and Location Knowledge
· Names and locations of the four countries of the UK (England, Scotland, Wales, Northern Ireland).
· Major cities in each country (e.g. London, Cardiff, Edinburgh, Belfast).
· Knowing where they live on a map of the UK (local area, town, or region).
Physical Geography
· Understanding what makes their locality special (e.g. landscape, rivers, hills, coastline, parks, natural features).
· Recognising and describing physical features (hill, river, coast, forest, etc.).
Human Geography
· Recognising human features in their locality (houses, shops, roads, schools, farms, factories).
· Understanding the types of jobs people do locally (e.g. farming, teaching, shop work, healthcare).
· Knowing the facilities a town or village needs (shops, transport links, hospitals, schools, etc.).
	Locational Knowledge
· The seven continents of the world: Africa, Antarctica, Asia, Europe, North America, South America, and Australia.
· The five oceans of the world: Pacific, Atlantic, Indian, Southern, and Arctic.
· The location of Australia in the world — as a continent and as a country in the Southern Hemisphere.
· The ability to find these places on a map, globe, or atlas.
Place Knowledge
· Awareness that Australia is outside Europe and has both similarities and differences to the UK.
· Understanding that an island is a piece of land surrounded by water.
Physical Geography
· Physical features of an island, such as:
· Beaches, coasts, cliffs, mountains, hills, rivers, and forests.
· Physical features of Australia, such as:
· The Outback, deserts, coral reefs (Great Barrier Reef), and coastline.
Human Geography
· Human features of an island, such as:
· Houses, ports, roads, bridges, farms, towns, and transport links.
· Human features of Australia, such as:
· Major cities (Sydney, Melbourne), famous landmarks (Sydney Opera House, Uluru), and activities/jobs (farming, tourism, mining).
Geographical Vocabulary
· Key geographical words: island, coast, ocean, continent, country, city, desert, forest, beach, mountain, human features, physical features.

	

	Disciplinary knowledge 
(Skills) 
	Geographical Enquiry and Skills
· Asking geographical questions (e.g. “Why is our town built here?”, “What jobs do people do near the coast?”, “What makes our place special?”).
· Using sources of evidence such as:
· Maps and atlases to locate places.
· Photographs or aerial images to identify features.
· Surveys, interviews, or local visits to gather information.
· Making observations and recording findings (drawing simple maps, using symbols, writing or talking about what they have found).
· Comparing their own locality to another place using evidence from maps, images, or stories.
	Geographical Skills and Fieldwork
· Using an atlas, map, or globe to:
· Locate continents, oceans, and countries (including Australia).
· Identify where the UK and Australia are in relation to each other.
· Using maps and photographs to describe features of a place (e.g., identifying beaches, cities, or forests).
· Comparing and contrasting:
· Physical and human features of Australia and the UK.
· Islands in different parts of the world.
· Asking and answering geographical questions, such as:
· “What is life like on an island?”
· “How is Australia different from where we live?”
· “Why are some places hot and dry while others are cooler and wetter?”
· Communicating findings using geographical language, labels, drawings, or simple written descriptions

	

	Programmes of study covered 
	Geographical  knowledge 
Can they name the major cities of England, Wales, Scotland and Ireland?
Knowledge                   Can they find where they live on a map of the UK?
Physical Geography 
Can they explain what makes a locality special?                              Can they describe some of the physical features of their own locality?
Human Geography      Can they describe some human features of their own locality, such as the jobs people do?                             
Can they explain what facilities a town or village might need?
Geographical Enquiry
Can they find out about a locality by asking some relevant questions to someone else?                               Can they find out about a locality by using different sources of evidence?

	Geographical knowledge
Can they name the continents of the world and find them in an atlas?  Can they name the world’s oceans and find them in an atlas?
Physical geography
Can they describe a place outside Europe using geographical words?
Can they describe some of the features associated with an island? 
Can they describe the key features of a place, using words like, beach, coast forest, hill, mountain, ocean, valley?
Human geography
Do they think that people ever spoil the area? How?
Geographical Enquiry
Can they label a diagram or photograph using some geographical words? 
Can they find out about a locality by using different sources of evidence?
	

	Key concepts 
	Location knowledge.

Human and physical features of local area.

	Location knowledge

Mapping

Human and physical geography of localities 

	

	Progression
	SLs to complete
	
	

	Subject Specific Key vocabulary
	Town, village city, forest, physical features, human features, locality, factory, river, shop, houses, church
	beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation, season and weather
city, town, village, factory, farm, house, office, port, harbour and shop
	

	Sticky Words 
	town, village, city, features (physical and human), population, facilities
	Island, coast, ocean, reef, desert, mountain
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