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Religious Education (RE) Whole School Policy
Aligned with the Leicestershire Agreed RE Syllabus 2024–2029

1. Vision and Rationale
Religious Education (RE) is a central component of our school’s curriculum and reflects our commitment to providing a broad, balanced, and inclusive education for all pupils. In alignment with the Leicestershire Agreed RE Syllabus (2024–2029), RE at our school is designed to be personally meaningful, and socially relevant. It enables pupils to develop a deep understanding of a range of religions and non-religious worldviews while fostering respect, curiosity, and critical engagement.
Through RE, pupils are supported in becoming informed individuals who can explore beliefs and practices with accuracy and sensitivity, reflective learners who can consider their own values and identities, and responsible citizens who are prepared to live in a diverse and interconnected society. The subject makes a significant contribution to pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural (SMSC) development and plays a key role in promoting mutual respect and tolerance.

2. Aims and Purpose
The RE curriculum is structured to ensure that pupils develop three interrelated forms of knowledge as outlined in the agreed syllabus: substantive knowledge, personal knowledge, and disciplinary knowledge.
Pupils build substantive knowledge by learning about key beliefs, teachings, practices, and traditions within Christianity and other principal religions, as well as non-religious worldviews. They explore important concepts such as belief, authority, identity, community, and meaning, gaining an understanding of both the shared features and internal diversity of religious traditions.
Alongside this, pupils develop personal knowledge by reflecting on their own ideas, values, and experiences. They are encouraged to express their thoughts clearly and respectfully, using appropriate vocabulary, and to engage with fundamental questions about life, purpose, and truth.
Disciplinary knowledge is developed through the acquisition of skills that enable pupils to interpret, analyse, and evaluate religious and philosophical ideas. Pupils learn how to engage with sources such as sacred texts, consider different viewpoints, and construct reasoned arguments.

3. Legal Framework
Religious Education is a statutory subject for all registered pupils in maintained schools. Our provision complies fully with the requirements of the Education Act (1996) and follows the locally agreed syllabus for Leicestershire (2024–2029).
Parents have the legal right to withdraw their child from all or part of RE. The school respects this right and encourages open discussion to ensure that parents are fully informed about the nature and aims of the RE curriculum. Any request for withdrawal must be made in writing to the Headteacher.

4. Curriculum Design and Implementation
The RE curriculum is carefully sequenced to ensure progression in knowledge, understanding, and skills across all key stages. It is structured around an enquiry-based approach, where each unit is framed by a key question designed to promote investigation, reflection, and critical thinking.
Christianity is studied in every key stage, as required by the agreed syllabus, alongside a range of other principal religions, including Islam, Hinduism, Sikhism, and Judaism. Non-religious worldviews, such as Humanism, are also incorporated to ensure a balanced and inclusive curriculum that reflects the diversity of contemporary society.
As pupils progress through the school, they revisit key concepts in increasing depth. Younger pupils may begin by exploring stories, symbols, and celebrations, while older pupils engage with more complex theological, philosophical, and ethical questions. This ensures a coherent and cumulative learning experience.
RE is allocated a minimum of five percent of curriculum time and is delivered through timetabled lessons. In some cases, content may also be organised into thematic blocks, provided that continuity and progression are maintained.

5. Teaching and Learning
Teaching in RE is underpinned by a commitment to high-quality, inclusive practice. Lessons are designed to be engaging, challenging, and accessible to all pupils. Teachers use a range of pedagogical approaches, including discussion, storytelling, analysis of texts, use of artefacts, and opportunities for debate and reflection.
A strong emphasis is placed on creating a safe and respectful classroom environment in which pupils feel confident to share their ideas and explore sensitive topics. Teachers are expected to present religions and worldviews accurately and without bias, avoiding stereotypes and acknowledging diversity within traditions.
Questioning plays a central role in RE lessons, with teachers encouraging pupils to think deeply, justify their views, and consider alternative perspectives. Opportunities for reflection are built into lessons, enabling pupils to connect their learning with their own experiences and beliefs.

6. Assessment
Assessment in RE is ongoing and integral to the teaching and learning process. Teachers use a range of formative assessment strategies, including questioning, observation, and feedback on written work, to monitor pupils’ understanding and inform future planning.
Summative assessment takes place at the end of units and is linked to the key enquiry questions. Pupils may demonstrate their learning through a variety of outcomes, including written responses, presentations, and creative work. Assessment is aligned with age-related expectations and reflects the three strands of the agreed syllabus.
Progress is tracked over time, and outcomes are reported to parents as part of the school’s reporting procedures.

7. Inclusion and Equal Opportunities
The RE curriculum is designed to be inclusive and accessible to all pupils, regardless of ability, background, or belief. Teachers adapt their teaching to meet the needs of all learners, including those with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND) and those who are learning English as an additional language (EAL).
Appropriate support is provided through scaffolding, use of visual resources, and flexible approaches to recording. At the same time, opportunities are provided to challenge more able pupils through deeper enquiry, extended writing, and independent research.
Respect for diversity is at the heart of RE, and all pupils are encouraged to value and appreciate different perspectives.






8. Enrichment and Cultural Capital
RE provides rich opportunities to enhance pupils’ cultural capital. Wherever possible, pupils are given the opportunity to visit places of worship and to meet representatives from different faith communities. These experiences deepen understanding and bring learning to life. We also have the option and use of VR Headsets to provide an insight into places of worship when a visit is unable to take place.  

9. Contribution to SMSC and British Values
RE makes a significant contribution to pupils’ spiritual, moral, social, and cultural development. It encourages pupils to reflect on their own beliefs and values, consider ethical issues, and develop an understanding of the diverse society in which they live.
The subject also supports the promotion of British values, including mutual respect, tolerance of different faiths and beliefs, individual liberty, and an understanding of democratic principles. Through discussion and debate, pupils learn to engage respectfully with others and to appreciate differing viewpoints. The R.E Curriculum also supports Wolsey House’s Core Values – aspiration, respect, responsibility, resilience, co-operation and honesty – with thought and understanding of these core values threaded throughout each aspect of learning. 


11. Safeguarding and Sensitive Issues
RE often involves the exploration of sensitive and sometimes challenging topics. Teachers are expected to approach such issues with care, professionalism, and awareness of pupils’ individual circumstances.
All teaching is conducted in line with the school’s safeguarding policies. Pupils should feel safe to express their views, and appropriate support must be provided if discussions raise personal concerns.

12. Review and Evaluation
This policy will be reviewed every two to three years, or sooner if required, to ensure that it remains up to date and reflective of current guidance and best practice. 
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